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Garnacha Tintorera from Bodegas Atalaya, 
Santa Quiteria, and the peripatetic Envinate 
group of winemakers. Yecla and Bullas also 
have potential 

South of Madrid
Most central of all to Spanish life is the
meseta, the high plateau south of Madrid, 
whose endless flat vineyards weary the eye. 
The extent of La Mancha, its chief DO, is clear
from the map. Its DO-classified vineyards 
alone, less than half of the total, cover more 
ground than all of Australia’s vineyards put 
together. The town of Valdepeñas gave its
name to a large part of this production, and
leading exporter Félix Solís has invested 
substantially in its bodega here. From the late 
1990s, La Mancha has been changing just as
dramatically as the rest of Spain’s winescape, 
with a steady conversion from rather 
depressing white to a majority of varieties for 
red wine, much of it inexpensive and made 
from Tempranillo, under its local name of 
Cencibel. Some Garnacha has also long been 
grown, but Cabernet, Merlot, Syrah, and even 
Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc can be 
found here – although exhibiting varietal
character in a region where picking has to
begin early in August is a problem. La Mancha
has possibly more than its fair share of Vinos 
de Pago, eight in all (see map on p.188). On La 
Mancha’s northern border is Uclés, currently
being energized by Bodegas Fontana.

Between here and Madrid are the DOs of
Méntrida, Vinos de Madrid, and Mondéjar, all
ripe for transformation. The most innovative
vineyards so far have been the Marqués de
Griñon’s near Toledo. With a novel palette of 
imported grape varieties (including Syrah and 
Petit Verdot) and new ways of growing and 
watering vines, the marqués engineered the
first DO Pago in Spain, Dominio de Valdepusa. 

More centred on ancient local vines, especially 
Garnacha, are the wines of Gredos (see p.189). 
Due west of La Mancha, in Extremadura near 
the Portuguese frontier, is the extensive and
relatively recent DO Ribera del Guadiana. 
Here, too, there is considerable potential for 
robust, ripe wines, similar to those of Alentejo 
over the Portuguese border. Some of the 
most interesting wines, such as those from 
Bodegas Habla, are labelled Vino de la Tierra
de Extremadura. 

The islands
The Canary Islands, once the source of
Spain’s most famous sweet wines, lie far to 
the southwest in the Atlantic, only 100km  
(62 miles) from Africa. They have joined in the 
DO game with zest, and are now on the radar
of the world’s trend-conscious sommeliers.
The overarching DO Islas Canarias has been 
added to a DO each for the islands of Gran 
Canaria, La Palma, El Hierro, the volcanic
Lanzarote, and La Gomera. Tenerife has no
fewer than five (see map below) and, at least 
officially, 15,000 acres (6,500 ha) of vines of a 
dozen local varieties. Tangy, marine, and 
citrus-peel whites are made from such local 
grape varieties as Marmajuelo (Bermejuela), 
Gual (Madeira’s Boal), and Listán Blanco 
(Palomino Fino), while interesting reds are 
emerging from Baboso Negro (Alfrocheiro),
Vijariego Negro (Sumoll), and the dominant 
Listán Negro.

In the Mediterranean, the past 20 years
have seen the ancient vineyards of Mallorca 
recover from near extinction with both local 
grapes and imports. Manto Negro gives light
reds, the rarer Callet something more 
seriously red. The two DOs are Pla i Llevant 
to the east and Binissalem in the centre of 
the island. Ibiza and Formentera are starting 
to make an impact on wine lovers, too.

THE LANGUAGE OF THE LABEL

QUALITY DESIGNATIONS

Denominación de Origen Calificada (DOCa)
Spain’s top wine distinction, so far awarded only to 
Rioja, and to Priorat, where it is known as DOQ

Denominación de Origen (DO) Spain’s answer to 
France’s AOP/AOC (see p.52) and equivalent to the 
EU’s Denominación de Origen Protegida (DOP), 
which also includes DOCa and DO Pago (see below)

Denominación de Origen Pago (DO Pago) 
reserved for single estates producing particularly 
creditable wines

Vino de Pueblo, Vi de Vila some DOs such as 
Rioja, Bierzo, and Priorat have developed a 
Burgundian-inspired classification that allows some 
wines to be sold as the produce of a single village

Vino de Calidad con Indicación Geográfica (VC) 
a stepping stone to full DO status

Indicación Geográfica Protegida (IGP) the new 
EU denomination that is gradually replacing Vino de 
la Tierra (VdlT); Vi de la Terra in Catalan

Vino or Vino de España the basic EU 
denomination replacing the old Vino de Mesa; Vi de 
Taula in Catalan

OTHER COMMON EXPRESSIONS

Año year

Blanco white

Bodega winery

Cava wine made sparkling by the traditional method

Cosecha vintage year

Crianza wine aged for a minimum of two years 
after the harvest, of which at least six months (12 in 
Rioja and Ribera del Duero) must be in oak

Dulce sweet

Embotellado (de origen) bottled (estate bottled)

Espumoso sparkling

Gran Reserva selected wine aged for at least 
18–24 months in oak and 36–42 months in bottle

Joven wine sold the year after harvest having seen 
little or no oak

Reserva wine matured for a prolonged period 
according to appellation – usually less for whites

Rosado rosé, pink (Clarete is light red)

Seco dry

Tinto red

Vendimia harvest (vintage)

Vino wine

Vino generoso fortified wine
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